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ABSTRACT 
 
Technology is the newest and futuristic language of learning globally. This paper posits that today’s learners can only 
cope if they are taught with the right language that will enable them fit into a dynamic world. As modern classrooms 
are changing, likewise the pedagogy of teaching English for Academic Purposes (EAP) in technological institutions 
should adapt to the dynamics and move with time to engage and sustain the interest of the learners. The paper also 
examines the state of the arts facilities in the teaching of academic English in selected technological institutions in 
South West Nigeria with myriads of problem which include large classes, inadequate time, facilities and fundamental 
deficiencies of learners of English in Second Language situation. Specific technology and innovations that will aid 
pedagogy and learning in E.A.P classrooms are examined. The paper concluded that the integration of  technology 
and innovations in E.A.P classrooms of technological institutions in Nigeria will accelerate the acquisition of  necessary 
skills by the learners to cope with the  future.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The 21st century is the age of technology and the language of education is technology and innovation. The revolution 
in information, communication and technology has tremendous implications for pedagogy and English for academic 
purposes in specialized technological institutions. Despite the development globally in the application of technology to 
teach language in specialized institutions, Nigeria is still lagging behind in this aspect. According to Sean (2014) 
technologies and innovations can be great asset in the ESL Classrooms. It can offer authentic language skills activities 
and endless resources on grammar instruction and lesson plans. Jiboku (2010) posited that computer tablet and e-
readers can all be instrumental in learning English which will offer interactive and motivating activities for students of 
all ages. However, the language curriculum developed by the National Board for Technical Education in Nigeria (NBTE) 
for the Polytechnics is very limited in scope in methods and material. As a matter of fact the curriculum for E.A.P is not 
innovative and genuine enough to take care of the needs of the new age and indeed of the future. This paper tends to 
examine these inadequacies and suggests innovation for the modern classroom of language in Nigeria. The objective 
of the paper is to also improve the pedagogies and motivate the learners.  
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1.1 Research Questions  
The following research questions will be examined in this paper  

1. What is the state of E.A.P curriculum in Nigeria?  
2. Are there infrastructural problems militating against the pedagogy of E.A.P in technological institutions?  
3. What is the state of pedagogical approaches in E.A.P of Polytechnics in Nigeria? 
4. What are the current available technologies and innovations globally that can enhance the pedagogy and 

learning in E.A.P classrooms of Nigerian Polytechnics? 
 
2. ENGLISH FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES (EAP) IN NIGERIAN POLYTECHNICS  
 
English for Academic Purposes in Nigeria polytechnics are specialized language courses offered by the polytechnics 
in Nigeria. The curriculum was design by the National Board for Technical Education (NBTE) the controlling and 
supervising body for all the polytechnics and technological institutions in Nigeria. The courses include Use of English I 
(GNS 101), Use of English II (GNS 201), Use of English III (GNS 301), Business Communication I (GNS 312) and 
Business Communication II (GNS 321). There are also Technical English I (GNS 103) and Technical English II for 
some courses the Pure and Applied Science Faculty. The content material and method of the curriculum is inadequate 
and will never be adequate for preparing the learners for contemporary and future needs.  
 
According to Ker (2006) the global reforms in education particularly in response to the effects of globalization demanded 
that any nation desirous of being a key player must be at the front in the application of modern technologies to all its 
educational plans and processes. Unfortunately the Polytechnic system in Nigeria has not developed adequate content, 
material and methods that will be globally competitive. According to Jiboku (2013) the teachers at this level do not even 
have a standard.  Language teachers in Nigerian polytechnics are apathetic towards the use of I.C.T.  They rarely use 
I.T facilities to instruct the learners.  
 
3. THE CONSTRAINT IN THE EAP CLASSROOMS OF POLYTECHNICS IN NIGERIA  
 
Polytechnics in Nigeria are academic institutions established to cater for the training of  middle level manpower in the 
technological environment of the nation. At the end of the first two years the learners earn National Diploma (ND) 
certificate and at the higher level. Higher National Diploma (HND) certificate which has recently been equated with 
Bachelors degree. EAP is an auxiliary course, a language course to sharpen the intellectual and reasoning skills of the 
learners at this level. The EAP faces many problems in the Polytechnic system. Firstly, is large classes, some classes 
are as large as 250 – 300 in the size.  
 
They are too large for effective control and teaching especially with the use of old lecture methods. Secondly, the time 
allotted for large course are too short and limited to teach the necessary skills that will be beneficial to the learners. 
Thirdly, there is the infrastructural problem, inadequate classrooms and spaces (Jiboku 2013). Fourthly, the 
foundational problem of the language learners in the second language situation is there, such as the problem with 
grammar and the second of the target language. Another problem is the pedagogy problem and absence of innovation 
in the use of modern technologies by the language teacher. These factors greatly impede the EAP in the polytechnics. 
 
A survey was conducted to measure the pedagogical technique of the E.A.P instructors in two technological institutions 
in South-Western Nigeria.  These are the Federal Polytechnic Ilaro and D.S Adegbenro ICT Polytechnic, Itori-Ewekoro.  
The respondents have over five years experience in the teaching of English for Academic Purposes in the Polytechnic 
system. 
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Thirty-four (34) instructors took part in a survey: twenty-two (22) from the Federal Polytechnic, Ilaro and twelve (12) 
from D.S Adegbenro Polytechnic Itori-Ewekoro.  A questionnaire with two parts (A & B) was administered on them.  
Part A was on the Bio-data of the respondents and Part B was made up of a ten-item questionnaire on likert scale.  
The questionnaire measures the practice of the language instructors in E.A.P classrooms in the polytechnic system. 
The result showed that 5 (14.7%) always use the internet to engage the learners in language classroom, while 28 
(82.3%) of the instructors still use the old lecture method and material.  Thirty – 30 – (88.2%) of the respondent 
instructors attested to the fact that there were inadequate power supply and lap-tops (personal computers) to teach in 
E.A. P classrooms. 
 
The implications of this survey was that the pedagogical approaches of the instructors lacked latest and modern 
engagements that can make the learners cope with information explosion and dynamics in the digital age. 
 
4. STRATEGIES OF ENGAGEMENT AND MOTIVATION IN EAP CLASSROOMS OF NIGERIA POLYTECHNICS  
 
The dynamics of change and the influx of computer technology have made scholars to conclude that information super 
highway (the internet) will transform education in the 21st century.  Studies like Dell and Didier (1994), Batter-Pascoe, 
Twanya (2006) have noted the benefit of the internet in the teaching of language in EAP Classrooms of technological 
institutions.  
 
Other innovative strategies include; (1) the use of film and video. Using lengthy videos is an engaging way to work on 
skills like vocabulary and comprehension.  Videos help to expose students to use of natural English. (2) Apps: learning 
English can be very difficult and frustrating at times. Apps on Pads and tablets are great ways for students to practice 
English and have fun while they are doing it. Thirdly, Digital Field Trips, learners absorb tons of useful information 
through experiential learning. Digital field trips provide more authentic ways for students to absorb new information.  
This would be very relevant for Building Technology Students with Virtual site, Agricultural Science Students can 
practice with virtual farm. 
 
The use of podcasts  
Students can listen to podcasts to improve their comprehension. They can also create podcasts to practice English 
speaking skills. 
 
Web Quests: Web Quests are fun way for students to use the internet to build English proficiency. Students are given 
a task and rely on their content knowledge of language to complete it. Teachers can create their own or visit Web 
Quests to access tutorials and data bases.  
 
Online Game: The instructor can encourage students to master spellings, grammars and other English skills by playing 
games on the  computer or mobile devices e.g. Fun brain “Star Fall”. 
 
Blogging: Students should be encouraged to create blogs on the internet, class blogs provide great forums for students 
to practice their writing skills e.g. live journal bloggers would them to create blogs for free. 
 
Skype: The use of Skype is a great way for students to practice their speaking and listening skills with other people 
from any location. Students can have question and answer session with authors of books.  
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5. IMPACTS OF TECHNOLOGIES AND INNOVATIONS ON PEDAGOGY  
 
Technology does not only drive the curriculum of EAP but there are many other advantages.  According to Fudin 
(2015), the internet has been recognized for its vital role in increasing the learners motivation and making learning 
experience lively, meaningful and interesting. Secondly, technology integration in EAP classroom will increase students 
engagement and motivation dramatically and instantly. Today, learners are familiar with technology because 
technology drives almost every aspect of their lives.   
 
The use of I.T innovation offers mobility. Through it, students will be able to access their course resources irrespective 
of their physical locations.  Most of their experiences are outside the simulated atmosphere of the classroom. Teachers 
can incorporate tools into their lessons that will allow materials to be assessed on smart phones, laptops and tablets.  
 
The use of technologies in EAP classrooms teaches students valuable tools for the future. It is clear that the age of 
technology has not only arrived but it is here to stay. In future, the most basic tasks will require a high level of 
technological skills. 
 
Lastly, it will promote learners independence.  One of the benefits of technological integration in language pedagogy 
is the ability it offers  for independent learning.  
 
6. CONCLUSION  
 
The dynamics in education globally calls for dynamism in pedagogy of EAP in second language situation in Nigeria. 
Our students learn about the future in science and technology through the universal language of technology. These 
students need to keep abreast of the competitive world.  Language teachers must embrace, adapt and apply new 
technologies in their classrooms; they (teachers) must employ the available latest resources and technology to 
inculcate learning.  
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